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Thank you for your letter of 8 October, congratulating me on my recent
appointment as the Secretary of State for Education, and regarding
level 3 qualifications. I would be grateful if you could share my
response with your co-signatories.

It is an absolute honour to be appointed to this position, and I am
delighted to be leading a department that does such vital and important
work. It is a privilege to be able to work with our brilliant teachers,
college staff, lecturers, social workers and support staff who are making
such a difference to people’s lives with their commitment and
professionalism. By working collaboratively, we can face the challenges
of the day and ensure every young person has the opportunity to realise
their full potential.

I am grateful for your continued engagement as my department
introduces these important reforms to level 3 qualifications. These
changes are an opportunity to develop a qualifications system that is
responsive to the needs of employers and supports all students to
achieve their potential, including those with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND) and from disadvantaged backgrounds.

I assure you that whilst we want clearer, simpler choices for students,
we are not creating a binary system of just A levels and T Levels. We
need a range of other qualifications alongside them — many of which
currently exist — to play a valuable role in supporting good outcomes for
students.



As set out in our plans in July for reform of level 3 qualifications,
students will continue to be able to study STECs and other applied
general qualifications (AGQs) as part of mixed programmes alongside
A levels, where they meet new quality standards and support
progression to higher education (HE). This includes areas such as
engineering, applied science and IT.

Students will also be able to study qualifications like BTECs as their full
programme of study where there is no A level or T Level, in areas such
as performing and creative arts and sports science.

I appreciate your concerns about the scale of change. These are
significant reforms and will mean that many students will take different
routes through the system, with some taking technical options when
they may previously have taken academic options. Some will take three
years to achieve a more stretching, high value course, rather than
spending two years on a lower value programme. Others who
previously went on to undergraduate degrees will go on to higher
technical qualifications, higher apprenticeships or straight into skilled
employment.

Our plans for reform outlined the evidence showing the value of
A levels, including when taken alongside AGQs. This is why A levels
will be at the core of study programmes for most young people on the
academic route. For other students a combination of A levels with
AGQs wilt be the right choice, enhancing their skills to support
progression to HE courses with a greater practical or occupational
focus. Others will find that a large qualification (equivalent in size to an
extended diploma), in areas where there is no A level or T Level,
provides the best preparation for study in a related HE field.

I would like to be clear about the impact we expect these changes to
have on students, including disadvantaged students and those with
SEND. The students identified by the impact assessment as being most
likely to take qualifications that will no longer exist in future, wilt actually
have the most to gain from these changes. These students will have
access to higher quality qualifications in future, including new T Levels,
putting them in a stronger position to progress onto further study or
skilled employment.

We want as many students as possible to achieve at level 3 or above
and it is important that students are given the support they need to
achieve their potential. My department’s upcoming consultation on
level 2 and below will set out our proposals to make sure every student
has a clear progression route through the system. This will include
students progressing to A levels and other qualifications on the
academic route, alongside the T Level Transition Programme for
students progressing to T Levels.



Our reforms to the qualifications landscape are rightly ambitious, but we
know that we would be wrong to push too hard and risk compromising
quality. That is why on 15 November we announced the decision to
allow an extra year before our reform timetable is implemented.

This extra year will allow us to continue to work hard to support the
growth ofT Levels and gives more notice to providers, awarding
organisations, employers, students and parents so that they can
prepare for the changes. I am a firm believer in T Levels — as I have
said before, I want them to become as famous as A levels — and I want
to make sure we get them right.

Thank you for writing on this important matter.

Yours sincerely,

Rt Ho dhim Zahawi MP
Secreta o State for Education


