
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Protect Student Choice petition is a key part of the campaign: 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/592642  
 
The more signatures the petition generates, the more powerfully we can make the case to 
government that this is an issue people (and voters) care about. Our aim is to secure 100,000 
signatures, at which point it will be considered for a debate in Parliament. We have set out below 
some examples of actions that colleges and schools have taken to boost petition numbers in their 
area. If you have any good practice examples to add to this list, please email 
info@protectstudentchoice.org.  

 

• Writing directly to staff, governors, parents and carers: The first step taken by most 
institutions has been to write to staff, governors, parents and carers to explain the issue and ask 
them to sign the petition. There is a very clear correlation between institutions that have done this 
and areas with high petition numbers. 

• Setting time aside for students to sign the petition: Securing bulk signatures is the key, and 
the petition map shows the constituencies with institutions that have managed to do this.  Many 
colleges and schools have set aside five minutes in tutorial time to ask students to sign the 
petition and/or shared on VLEs. 

• Integrating the campaign with the curriculum: The campaign is a brilliant case study for 
students of politics and citizenship. One element classes can discuss is the role and potential 
uses of online petitions. Students with a particular interest in the issue are likely to take it up 
themselves and encourage friends to sign.  

• Student-led outreach: At one college, the ‘Head Student’ team (four students with leadership 
responsibilities) have used multiple break times to approach their peers, explain the campaign, 
and ask them to sign the petition then and there. The constituency that the college is based in 
now has one of the highest numbers of signatures in the country. You can do the same with head 
boys/girls, prefects, or your student union representatives. 

• Case study development: Several colleges have identified student success stories using BTEC. 
These are particularly strong where they are recent, feature high-quality images of the student, 
and in subject/career areas where BTECs are particularly vulnerable but particularly needed – 
like health and social care and other STEM subjects. These case studies can be used in a variety 
of ways to drive engagement with the petition and the campaign more broadly: 

o Some colleges have used their case studies to personalise social media messaging 
about the campaign to the college. 

o One college has sent case studies to their local MP, which he then used in a meeting 
with the Secretary of State for Education 

o Some colleges have contributed case studies directly to the Protect Student Choice 
website, where visitors have clicked on them hundreds of times. 
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